
IMAGINE AMHERST 

 

AMHERST COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING PROJECT 

 

 

Joint Committee Meeting  

 

May 25, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 

Williamsville Village Hall 

 

 

AGENDA 

 
1. Introduction – Dal Giuliani 

2. *Accept Joint Committee Meeting Notes from May 10, 2017 – Dal Giuliani 

3. Discuss Public Comments from May 2017 Public Information Meetings – Dan Howard 

4. *Discuss/Approve Plan Amendment Materials – Lee Einsweiler/Dan Howard 

5. Next Meetings:  

a. Joint Committee Meeting – June 28, 2017 at Village Hall, 7:00 p.m.  

b. Joint Committee Meeting – July 26, 2017 at Village Hall, 7:00 p.m.  

 

6. Public Comment – Dal Giuliani 

7. Adjourn 

 

*Action Items 



  May 24, 2017 
 
 

 

Imagine Amherst: Task 6.1 - Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
 

Public Information Meetings 
 

May 17, 2017 at Transit Middle School 
May 23, 2017 at Amherst Middle School 

 
 

1. Written Comments received at the Imagine Amherst public meetings are attached. 
 
2. The following is a summary of Verbal Comments from attendees at the Imagine Amherst public 

meetings: 
 
May 17, 2017 

Robb Haenszel – He agreed with the idea of differentiating the commercial areas because they are 
all very different and shouldn’t all get GB zoning which allows for a lot of height. He is most 
concerned with the edges of the Village of Williamsville, as he does not want another Mosey to 
occur there because it is too high. He thinks the edges should be more like the Village with their 
form and height because they are like an extension of the Village. He also commented that the 
northeast area of Amherst shouldn’t become commercial and likely won’t because of the 
environmental issues there (wetlands) which is what he prefers. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Trinca – Concerned about commercial development on Transit Road and its impacts 
on adjacent residential areas.   Of particular concern is noise from surrounding commercial 
development such as: construction, delivery trucks and loading facilities, speakers at drive-thru 
businesses.  Asked if there are zoning tools available to mitigate noise impacts and include them in 
this project.    

 
 
May 23, 2017 

 Parking in the back/behind buildings is ok but a lot of attention should be focused on 
transitions and proper buffers to block out noise and light. 

 There is a major difference between 2 and 3 stories – should look very hard into this when 
buildings are very close to residential areas. 

 Attention to details on each side of building so that each side is attractive, not just the front. 

 These new Plan policies and corresponding Zoning Code provisions should kick in when 
something significant happens to a property like reconfiguring the building or the parking, 
because no new modifications or code compliance happens when a property is just sold or 
when they reuse a building. We need to pay attention to the transition between the old 
Plan/Code and the new changes - usually these would kick in when a significant 
redevelopment occurs. 

 Corridor parcel depths are very different depending on where you are, and the transitions to 
neighbors need a lot of attention. 



  May 24, 2017 
 
 

 Building Height for low-scale nodes should definitely be low if they are right up next to 
residential properties. The proposed 3 stories should be close to the street, and maybe should 
not be allowed at all in some cases. 

 Once this new Plan language goes into effect, it should be made sure that taller buildings 
should not be allowed in areas where it would be inappropriate. 

 The public should be provided access to the Zoning Code as soon as its available – there are 
some lighting recommendations that a resident is proposing that he would like considered 
when the Zoning changes occur. 

 The Code should maybe not only say the number of stories that area allowed in these 
different areas, but also have a maximum height in feet, because stories differ depending on 
uses. 

 Being too restrictive could affect architectural freedom with buildings – they tend to all 
become cookie-cutter and may not feasible. 

 Transitions of land uses – commercial to multi-family to single-family – is a good way to buffer.  

 These ideas for the Plan and Code should be tied into or coordinated with IDA policies. 
 

  














