
CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS 
 

1 & 2 Family, 
Townhouses & Condo 

No Alarms Required 

New Construction - After 12/28/2010 

Built Before 1/1/2008 

Built between 1/1/2008 and 12/28/2010 

LOCATION (R313.4.2) 
� Alarms required on each story with a 

sleeping area, within 15 ft. of the 
sleeping area 

� On each story with a CO source 

WIRING 
� Connected to building wiring & 

interconnected with battery backup 

Source? 
No 

Yes 

LOCATION (F610.3.1.2) 
� Alarms required on lowest story with a 

sleeping area, within 15 ft. of the 
sleeping area 

WIRING 
� Battery, cord or direct plug. 

LOCATION (610.3.1.1) 
� Alarms required on each story with a 

sleeping area, within 15 ft. of the 
sleeping area 

� On each story with a CO source 

WIRING 
� Connected to building wiring & 

interconnected with battery backup 

Work 
Done? 

No 

Yes 

Repair CO Source (J403.3) 
Level 1 (J504.3) 
Level 2 (J604.2) 
Change of Use (J703.2) 
Additions (J802.2) 

LOCATION (R313.4.2) 
� Alarms required on each story with a 

sleeping area, within 15 ft. of each 
sleeping area 

� On each story with a CO source 
� Detector permitted in lieu of alarm 

provided an alarm sounds at required 
locations. 

WIRING (other than Bed & Breakfast) 
� Battery, cord or direct plug 

1 & 2 Family & Townhouses 

 



CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS 
 

Bed & Breakfast, 
E, I-2 (except hospital), 
I-4, R-1, R-2, R-3 or R-4 

No Alarms Required 

Built On or After 1/1/2008 

Built Before 1/1/2008 

LOCATION (F610.3.3.1) 
� Within each dwelling unit or sleeping area containing or 

on a story with a Carbon Monoxide source. 
� Alarm required within 15 ft. of any sleeping area. 

Source? 
No 

Yes 

LOCATION (F610.3.3.2) 
� Within each dwelling unit or sleeping area containing or 

on a story with a Carbon Monoxide source  
on the lowest story containing a sleeping area. 

� Alarm required within 15 ft. of any sleeping area. 

POWER SOURCE (F610.5) 
� Connected to building wiring, interconnected with battery 

backup 
Exceptions: 
� Battery operated in buildings with no power. 
� Battery operated, cord-type or direct plug if 

building built before 1/1/2008. 
� Battery operated, cord-type or direct plug if new 

Carbon Monoxide source added. 

Bed & Breakfast, Education (E), I-2 (except hospital), I-4, R-1, R-2, R-3 or R-4 



CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS 
 

Institutional I-1 

Definitions 

Carbon monoxide alarm. 

A single or multiple-station device that has 

(1) a sensor capable of detecting the presence of carbon monoxide and 

(2) an alarm that sounds when carbon monoxide is detected. 

Carbon monoxide detector. 
A device that 

(1) has a sensor capable of detecting the presence of carbon monoxide and 

(2) is connected to an alarm control unit that sounds an alarm when carbon monoxide is detected. 

Carbon monoxide source. 
Any appliance, equipment, device or system that may emit carbon monoxide (including, but not limited to, fuel fired 

furnaces; fuel fired boilers; space heaters with pilot lights or open flames; kerosene heaters; wood stoves; fireplaces; and 

stoves, ovens, dryers, water heaters and refrigerators that use gas or liquid fuel), garages, and other motor vehicle related 

occupancies.  

Dwelling unit. 
A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or more persons, including permanent provisions 

for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation. Dwelling units include, but are not limited to, one-family dwellings, 

each unit in a two-family dwelling, each unit in a multiple single-family dwelling (townhouse), bed and breakfast 

dwellings, apartments, and dormitory suites having living areas, bedrooms, bathrooms and kitchens.  

Sleeping area. 
A room or space that can be used, either on an occasional or permanent basis, for sleeping. Sleeping areas include, but are 

not limited to, bedrooms and places where children sleep in a daycare facility.  

Sleeping unit. 
A room or space in which people sleep, which can also include permanent provisions for living, eating, and either 

sanitation or kitchen facilities but not both. Such rooms and spaces that are also part of a dwelling unit are not sleeping 

units. Sleeping units include, but are not limited to, dormitory suites with living areas, bed- rooms and bathrooms.  

 

(Note: Condominiums are not defined in the Codes and may be regulated under the Residential Code or Building Code 

depending on design.) 

Institutional 
I-1 

No Alarms Required 

New Construction 
on or after 1/1/2008 (610.3.4.1) 

Built Before 1/1/2008 (610.3.4.2) 

LOCATION 
� Alarms required on each story with a 

sleeping area, within 15 ft. of the 
sleeping area 

� On each story with a CO source 

WIRING 
� Connected to building wiring & 

interconnected with battery backup 

Source? 
No 

Yes 

LOCATION 
� Alarms required on every story with a 

sleeping area, within 15 ft. of a 
sleeping area. 

WIRING 
� Battery, cord or direct plug. 

New CO Source in building built 
before 1/1/2008(610.4) 


