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Introduction

In January 202@over, Kohl & Partnersonducted aone-week design workshop in Amherst, meeting with the Town
and district property owner stakeholders to test the potential for new development under the resdptedMixed-
UseZoning District€ode Stakeholder meetings were held to discuss familiarity withriew districts and GEIS
completed by the Town; familiarity with concepts of urbanism (walkabitiixed-use, density, mobility) that the Town

is trying to foster through suburban retrofit; familiarity with tigannedenhanced transitwaylight railor bus rapid

transit) and with transitoriented development opportunities. The DK&P team created illustrations showing how the
area can transform with a new network of streets and public spaces, and renderings to show the potential for future
development on Ry sites.

Key takeawayd$rom the week of stakeholder meetingscluded:

1 Qurrent enhanced transiproposalincludes a fenced corridor with gates at crossings for
safety/speedefficiency

Implementation ofalight rail transitor bus rapid transitine will enhance access to the region aindrease
redevelopment opportuniesin the Boulevard Central Distrietrea; but the design of the infrastructure
itself couldintroduce somenew barriersto circulation In order to maintain speed and safety, the current
NFTAproposalisfor a fenced lightail corridorwith gates at all vehicle/pedestrian crossings. This type of
design is problematic within a walkabtgxed-useenvironment, as envisioned for redevelopnief the
Boulevard Mall site. Previous TOD studies for the Boulevard Mall site illustrate the possibility for the rail
alignment to enter the site angroceedalonga new main street;given the latest information aboyilanned
designthe recommendatiorin this documenmaintainsthe transitalignmentoni K S ¢largey Q a
perimeterstreet corridors (Niagara Falls Boulevard and Maple Road) to rettheceumber ofconflicts with
pedestrians and intrusion into theewlywalkable urban realm.

f  Property OwnersSome are interestedn redevelopment 2 § KSNA I NBYy QGT AYSNIAL

Boulevard Central Distriproperty owners expressed differing opinions about the potential for new
development in thedistrict. Some were interesteith the new code and potential for creatingalkable
mixed-useareasand intrigued by illustrationshowing what was possihl®©thers were satisfied with the
current conditions, ounconvinced that a extensivechange in character of theuburban environment
would occurin the area. It is likely thathangesand redevelopmenin the area will be on phased,
incremental basis.

1 Questions raised about market potentiahd scale of redevelopment

Several stakeholders expresgeatential for somesites (for example, the Boulevard Math)redevelop in a
manner consistent with the neMixed-UseCode; but doubt that the entire district would transform.

1 Confidence & Implementatiorouilt examples (+ developers experienced with walkable urbanism) needed

To address the above concermapiementation could be aided by examland ¢proof of concept.
Developers experiencewith walkable urbanism could be recruitéal the areathrough marketing of the
new Mixed-UseCode. Onceguality built examples are on the ground, confidencehe feasibiliy and
desirability ofadditional retrofitswill grow.

Thisdocumentdescribeghe Urban Design and Transportation Vision illustrated for key sites and street corridors; and
utilizesthe information gathered at stakeholder meetings as welbasious plas and studies to summariza action
plan of steps to achieve the vision.
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District Vision

VISION FOR BOULEVARD CENTRAL DISTRICT

The Town of Amherst has established and refinedimn forfuture development irthe Boulevard Central District
throughrecentplanning effortsThe district today exhibits characteristics typical of suburban development found
throughoutNew York and the United Stat&€Sommercial aredsave been developed witprimarily singleuse office or
retail uses, surrounded by surfaparking lots. A sparse networksifeet thoroughfaregincludingNiagara Falls
BoulevardMaple Road, Sweet Home Road, Bailey Avenue, and Sheridandariya)l of theareatraffic; these streets
have been designed with vehicle efficiency in mindhwiultiple, wide vehicletravel lanes, and generally lacking in
adequate facilities for pedestrians and cycli§afety concerns have come to the forefrahe torecent
vehicle/pedestriaraccidentson Niagara Falls Boulevaidterim safety solutions s as improved crossinggghting
and signals, conneicty missingidewalks, and educational efforts are underway. There is also growing consensus
around transforming the built environmetihirough street redesign and retrofit of commercial are@sbetter serve
community needs and improve safety as well as econauicomes

PreviousTownplans and studies soughtput from technical experts anthe Amherstcommunity,andhave defing a
future vision forthis areaas a walkable, safejixed-use, connected, thriving community centel heillustrationsand
Implementation Action Plan in this document build ugbeseprevious studies and established phéimgdocuments
seeking to:

f LYLX SYSy i Corfp&henstaBlafision for land use and develont which includes
o Diverse neighborhoods, ranging in character from traditional to suburban to rural
0 Pedestrianfriendly, interconnectedmixed-use development patterns
0 Reuvitalized older neighborhoods and commercial corridors
0 Open space integrated inttvé overall pattern of development
o Development standards that promote objectives such as improved visual character, revitalization

9 Capture future business development and economic growth potential projected to occur within the region along

the 1290 corrida. (2016 Town of Amherst Economic Sfudy

f Build around the conceptoftransa NA Sy i SR RS@St 2LIYSyid yR SELIYR Y256

Metro Rail Expansion projectha@&nhanced transigéxtension to the north of University Statiofifroposed Actio
by the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority Metro Rail Expansion Profeshetrorailexpansion.com)

9 Support the regional vision for strengthening and reinvesting in communities and improving mobility; this
includes using new technologies and uptgd street features on mulinodal arterials such as Niagara Falls
Boulevard. fMoving Forward 2050: A Regional Transportation Plan for Buffalo Nipgara

9 Evaluate existing sites along commercial corridors with underutilized property, and outdated or otherwise
obsolete commercial buildings to propose nemixed-use, infill development(2019Mixed-UseZoning Districts
adopted by Town of Amherst for infill dnetrofit aread

1 Leverage funding tools available through the Federal Opportunity Zone program, in addition to other available

sources of fundingAmbherst Industrial Development Agen®pportunityZones.hud.gov)

The conceptuagblans andenderingsdemongrate how the community vision could revitalize and transform the

dAAGNROGQa &dzodzNB Iy O2YYSNDAtowh cefers\adek tiha. NiEe illustyative condbfls 2 LJ

aid in visualizing what vibrant, interconnected, ancked-useenvironmens could look like for existing and future
residents and the Implementation Actions describecessangteps to get there.
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VISUALIZING POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

The Town of Amherst envisions the Boulevard Central District as a walkekdeluse, transitoriented district, with its
existing suburban commercial areas retrofitted incrementally over tifine rew Mixed-UseDistrictspermit retrofit
strategies appropriately tailored to corridors and centers. In addition, standards promote objectives such as improved
visual character and predictability of built results. The lllustrative Plan and conceptual renderings that follow visualize
future development and capture thessenceof what the Boulevard Central District chkacome

Illustrative Plan

Thelllustrative Plan presents a hypothetical future view of the Boulevard Central Distrasting how some sites in the
area could redevelopaaording to the standards of thdixed-UseZoning Districts A hew more connectedtreet

network framed by building frontages creates an environment with smaller, walkable blocks to provide interconnectivity
among residents, businesses, and surroundirggs.Public @enspacesuch as parks and community gathering spaces
are integrated into the overall pattern of development. Enhanced transitels alongree-lined multimodal

thoroughfares

Thesadllustrationsare not meant to represent any prioritization of sites for redevelopment but ratheavebeen

created to demonstrate how some areas could redevelop while others remain unchanged, and to show the potential
for future development to meet Town and community olgjives for connectivity and vitality. Future development will
be based on the decisions of individual property owners to utilize the poteribaredevelopment

Street Network

A key characteristic of the existing built environment is a sparse steg@tork that carries all vehicular traffic. The

RA & (i N& GuigebiockSdndilizited alternatives for circulation results in the need for evitta streets, and an auto
oriented street design that is counter to Town goals for pedestrian safety amtectivity of other modes (such as

transit, bicycles and other micnmobility devices). Introducing new street connections on future redevelopment sites,

as shown on the lllustrative Plan, will provide more ways to circulate. This change, coupled watietign of existing
streets as Complete Streets with enhanced transit and pedestrian / bike accommodations, will transform mobility in the
district.

This change is not anticipated to happen quickly; it is much more likely to occur incrementally, ovénitiadegphases
of redevelopment on a few key sites can begin to introduce new ways to circulate in watkabtkuseareas. Over
time, the new network will become more complete, as parking lot drive aisles are converted to real streets with
sidewalks ad street trees, and as nemixed-usedevelopment replaces singlése commercial areas.

Each new redevelopment will result in new walkable tlieed streets that connect residents with shops, workplaces,

and other destinations. A complete transformatiomen a longterm horizon as shown in the final diagram (step 4) is
possible, but it is more likely that some properties will redevelop while others remain as they are today, due to market
forces or other limitations.
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Figure 1 lllustrative Plan
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Figure 2 Street Network
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Sample SitesMaple RidgeCenter

Maple Ridge Center, located at the intersection of Sweet Home Road and Maple Road, is an example of a typical smal
to-medium size commercial center in the distrithis site is on the plannezhhanced transialignment, and within

walking distance of a future station (planned for Maple Road, in front of Sweet Home Middle School). It is also located
a critical gateway to the Boulevard Central District, near théeStaiversity of New York at Buffalo (Uiyth campus.

The newMixed-UseDistrictsCode offers potential to remagine this site with a mix of uses in a small walkable urban
center.New treelined streets can define five to six new development blocks; buildings line sidewalks, with parking
located in midblock lots or garage&igure 3shows the option to leave a portion of the existing commercial center in
place (in this case, the ABitheater and its parking area) while redeveloping the remainder of the site with a mix of
shops, offices and homes. A new public green space, central to the site, is framed by the fronts of new buildings.

Incremental Buildout

Existing on the site todag & small grocery, furniture store, AMC theater, restaurant outparcel, and a series of smaller
shops in a suburban strip center format, set back from the road with parking areas inRedetvelopment could

happen incrementally, in a phased approach. fitst phase could consist simply of a couple of new buildings near the
Sweet Home / Maple Road intersection. The new buildings would be siressited, with facades that address the

street and define the sidewalk. Ground floor shops could attract pedestnivalking from the nearby transit station;
upper floors could be offices or apartments. In this initial stage, the remainder of the site (the shopping center and its
parking) could remain intact. Some parking lot drive aisles could be lined with sideavallstreet trees, to connect the
existing and new development (and set the stage for future infill).

Future development phases would replace parking areas and portions of the existing shopping center witixeubw
usebuildings. Depending on the heiglmix of uses and resulting parkidgmands, anid-block parking structure could
be included as part of a future phase.

Although there is flexibility in actual building design and how the site is ultimately redevelopddjxedUseCode

includes requirerants that directly guide and shape the form and appearance of future development to be similar to
what has been illustrated. These requirements include maximum block sizettldldations for buildings (specifying
where the fronts of buildings shall paced in relation to the street and sidewalk); lot frontage (how much of the front

of the lot is occupied by buildings); building transparency (how much of the fagade is doors and windows); and parking
location (required to be behind a setback, which eesibuildings and not parking areas meet the pedestrian realm).
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Figure 3 Maple Ridge Center
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Above: Potential future redevelopment of Maple Ridge Center
Below: Existing conditions (image 1); Potential first step of development (image 2)
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Sample SitesRidge Lea Site

Located east of Bailey Avenue, near the intersection of Bailey Avenue and Ridge Lea Road, the Sidgdéféiesaan
opportunity for infill of a new completenixed-useneighborhood.

Originallybuilt as a UB satellite campus, this44 acre site is currently home to the Amherst Commerce Park.
Redevelopment according to thixed-UseCode would yield a complete network of blocks for future development

sites and public open spaces. A portion of the sibuld be designated the neighborhood center, with a more intense

mix of uses including shops, workplaces, homes, and entertainment destinations organized around a central communit
green. Other portions of the site could be more residential in naturéh apartments and townhouses fronting local
neighborhood streets.

The new street network can be aligned to connect to surrounding streets and parking loagia®ande sized to
accommodate some existing buildings to remain (at least during prelignirtaases of development). New

neighborhood streets will be designed to accommodate all users. Some streets will be designated to have protected
bikeways and osstreet parking; there will be connected, tréi@ed sidewalks and accessible crosswalks through

The site is adjacent t6290, which could be buffered by green areas and stormwater retention ponds; this buffer also is
an opportunity for a large format retailer (and its parking) to be included in the neighborhood on land that is not
suitablefor other uses.

Figure 4a: Ridge Lea, lllustrative Site Plan
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Figure 4: Ridge Lea

Above:Ridge Lea, Mixetlse Neighborhood CenteFhe center of the new neighborhood has the greatest mix of uses, including
shops, workplaces, homes, and entertainmenttifetionst fronting walkable streets, surrounding a central community green.

Below:Ridge Lea neighborhood streets can include wide-tireed sidewalks, protected bikeways,-street parking, accessible
crosswalks, and rigkgized travel lanes to keep leular speeds low.




Boulevard Central District Action Plan
June 32021 | Pagd2of57

Sample SitesSheridan Center Site

The Sheridan Center and adjacent suburban retail could be retrofit over time into a walkable urban center. Located on
Sheridan Drive, between Sweet Home Road and Bailey Avenue, the existing Sheridan Camgartandommercial

sites could be redevelopeda diverse mix of uses, including shops, offices, apartments, townhomes, and
entertainment destinations. Sheridan Center is a suburban strip shopping center, set back from the surrounding roads
behind surface parking lots. Redevelopment could take plapdases, introducing a new mix of uses in buildings lining
streets, and parking located in miock locations out of pedestrian view. As redevelopment transpires, an existing
stream and natural area behind the shopping center could be improved withdapitgy and walkintrails andbe

fronted by streets and buildings rather than loading dock areas.

Over a longerm horizon, the new street network could be expanded to adjacent parcels. Sheridan Drive can be
transformed to become @mplete Sreet that accommodates pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, and auto drivers with
wide sidewalks, street trees, and a protected bikeway.

Incremental Buildout

The redevelopment scenario shown is unlikely to be realized quickly; but it could be built incrementallymey as
property owners decide to make improvements to their properties. A fiean step could replace a portion of the
existing shopping center with a new street and green space. Existing outparcelSadoitgn, and a portion of the
center and itssurface parking, can remain in place.

Phasing should aim to include development along both sides of a new street within a single phase; even if only a small
aS3aySyid 62yS 2N g2 o0f201 tSyadKaovz (GKS | dtdbtlalfodl y & SNJ
additional development.

Future development phases could replace outparcels and remaining portions of the existing shopping center with new
mixed-usebuildings. Eventually, this pattern of urban development could extend across adjacent fjancblss those

on the south side of the street) and include a transformatiosbéridan Drivéself. In the futureone travel lane in

each direction can be repurposed for widened sidewalks, street trees, and a protected bikeway, to provide a better
frontage for urban streetriented buildinggsee more details about street design, page. 20)
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Figure 5 Sheridan Center
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Sample SitesBoulevard Mall Site

The Boulevard Mall, located at the intersection of Niagara Falls Boulevard and Maple Road, presents an opportunity fo
transit-oriented development that can become the vitaixeduse hub of the Boulevard Ceral District. In many ways,

the Boulevard Mall site is at the center of the Boulevard Central District. The site fronts Niagara Falls Boulevard at the

location whereanenhanced transitine will turn to the east (on Maple Road) to head to the UB camppenidg in the

1960s, the Mall was the first indoor shopping center in the Buffalo area; its success led to the growth of the surrounding
commercial areas in the district today.

In recent years, changing retail formats and consumer shopping habits havelangeléndoor malls similar to

Boulevard Mall obsolete. Several anchor stores at the site are closed, and previous studies by the Town and NFTA
explored potential for redevelopment of the site asnixed-use urban center. Thdixed-UseZoning Districts eablish
standards under which such a transformation could take place, setting rules for a network of pedestigad

streets; building uses, height and placement; public open spaces; parking location; transparency of facades; and other
standards that ca deliver the walkablenixed-useenvironment desired. Building upon these earlier studies, the

following images visualize what future development could look like and suggest a few key urban design approaches.

Incremental Buildout

The phased incremental redevelopment of the Boulevard Mall site will needdination ofactionsamongmultiple
property owners on the site, antbnsideration othe timing for portions of the Mall and its outparcels to be removed
and replaced as well @nd the timing implementation afdnhanced transion Niagara Falls Boulevard and Maple Road.
Images presenteth Figure 7are one way this could occur.

A first step could leave much of the Mall intact, with new buildings constructed near perimeter realys. E
development phases should seek to include new buildings on both sides of a new road or public openisraeer
possible, to create aomplete urban environment (however small) that demonstrates the look and feel of future
development on the site.

Redevelopment of the Mall site is envisioned to have a complete mix of uses including shops, restaurants, offices,
homes, and entertainment destinations. It will also include high quality public open spaces for the community gathering
Step3 shows a cemtll community green, framed by the fronts of new buildings. The green is located internal to the site
where it can be surrounded by pedestrianiented streets and buildings with active facades. View corridors to Niagara
Falls Boulevard, framed by new diilgs, can draw pedestrians into the space. Existing Mall stores that remain can have
narrow liner buildings added to their exterior, introducing facades with doors and windows to face new streets and
public spaces.

Phased redevelopment is envisioned totinue across the site, with new streets and buildings replacing empty stores
and parking lots. New parking will be located rhidck (behind buildings) in surface lots or strategichlbated

structures. Development will be coordinated with the implemaidn of the plannedenhanced transiextension, which
envisions a new statioan ornearthe Boulevard Mall site. The transitway is anticipated to turn to the east across the
Mall site prior to reaching the Niagara Falls Boulevard/Maple Road intersettioming just before the intersection
produces an opportunity for a welcoming triangular open space at the intersection where the new station area can be
located, framed by new development, with ample sidewalks leading into themmiged-use center.

As pat of the redevelopment, the Town desireslticate a community facility on @ortion of the Mallsiteto better
serve and suppontesidensin this area of the TownAnother Town community facilityould provide additional space
to accommodate a variety afervices beyond what the Tovauirrently maintains/offersAnassociated green space
couldbe incorporatedwith the facilityto provide space not only forariousprograms and activities but also to provide
green spacéor the adjacent community.
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Figure 6 Boulevard Mall

Above:Potential future redevelopment of Boulevard Mall
Bottom: View from Niagara Falls boulevard toward new central green
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Figure7: Boulevard Mallpotential changeover-time

Above: Existing conditions (image 1)
Below: Potential staging of developme(iinage 3 and 4)
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VISUALIZING POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE MOBILITY
Transit Accessn the District

The vision fowalkable,urban, mixedusedevelopmentin the Boulevard Central Distrits linked to enhanced transit
plans. The district today is served by ftNiagara Frontier Transportation AuthorifFTA) Metro bus routedn the
future, enhanced transit is planned to improve access and connectivity tardeandprovide increased tdrnatives to
driving

The NFTAas evaluated various forms of enhanced transit to the University at Buffalo North Campus canently

planning an extension afs existing 6.4mile lightrail line, which currently operates from downtown Buffalo to
UYADBSNEAGE {dlFGA2y 2y GKS ! yAGSNEAGE 4 . dZFFIE2 {2dziK
Boulevard Central Distrieiong Niagara Falls Boulevard, turn on to Maple Road, contmS8eeet Home Road, proceed
0KNRdZAK (KS ! YABSNEAGE |G . dzFFr€2Qa b2NIK /| YLza- | YR
990.

As currently designed, tHeght railextension will have three stop locations in the study area. From doutiorth, these
stop locations are:

9 At or near the intersection of Niagara Falls Boulevard and Eggert Road
1 Mid-block on Niagara Falls Boulevard between Treadwell Road and Maple Road (near the Boulevard Mall)
1 At or near the intersection of Maple Road andldtést Drive (near Sweet Home Middle School)

As can be seeim Figure 8thesestop locations, as currently planned, will provide direct connections with Existing Bus
Routes 34 and 35 inside the district. However, the stop locations will not provide dinecections with, or fall within a
half-mile radius of, any other bus route inside of the study area. Further, the stop locations in their currently planned
configuration leave much of the study area north of Maple Road outside of -anfilalfadius of he enhanced transit
stops, and the planned turn at the intersection of Maple Road and Niagara Falls Bowldl/eeduirespace fora wide
turning radiusf implemented as lightrail service with multiple cars.

Previous studies have evaluated options the transitline to go through the adjacent property (the Boulevard Mall), to
avoid the Niagara Falls Boulevard/Maple Road intersectioncesrte the neededurning radius.To maintain speed

and safety, the current NFTA proposatofence therail transitcorridor and include gates at all vehicle/pedestrian
crossings. Given this constraint, tiansitk £t A 3y YSy i aK2dzZ R O2yGAydz$S 2y GKS ¢2
(Niagara Falls Boulevard and Maple Road) as far as possible to reduceinimts the newly walkable urban realm.

Due tothesereasons it is recommended that:

1 The Boulevard Mall stop be moved north to serve the area of the intersection of Niagara Falls Boulevard and
Maple Road; and

1 The route and stop location at this intersext be moved into the adjacent property (the Boulevard Mdalit
only impacting the northwest cornefrurningbeforethe intersection allowfor the route totake an appropriate
angle, reducsthetransitf Ay SQ& A YLI OG0 2y (KS itseil 38 Nl s itngact Brithell KS A
walkable mixeeluse development planned to replace the M&llacing the station near the Niagara Falls
Boulevard / Maple Road intersection alslacesit within a short walk for Tonasnda residents.

The practice of ctiing through the nearside plot adjacent to the intersection is not without precedent. An example of
this exact design configuration in practice for a light rail line in Phoenix, Arizona use can befgene. In thiscase,
the triangular plot of landreated by the cuthrough routing of the lightail was converted into a park.



Figure8: Existing & Planned Transit Service

al
Mﬂb:ﬁm@b:ﬂ:ﬂaﬁc

Rep PR IEpI ey

%

—4 Mo
e R

I

DI::D (=11}

iy [h L5

Dﬂ!:’l]g

mg‘!n s}

h"‘i:\:n;gm::

Bzt “ciom

e e
SHESIRDHS Eosaan o6

LT
SR
i)

BCH SR bocdfbncers oo

5
o
|

Lg

5

g

|

o8 oottt &

Boulevard Central District Action Plan
June 32021 | Pagd8of57

S
] TRANSIT SERVICE
Existing & Planned i~

m= Fxisting Bus Route

=== Planned Enhanced Transit

o Existing Bus Stop

o Planned Enhanced Transit Stop

1/4 Mile Radius

17 7 StudyArea

CEES0 Sy o

s s

S|

5
A
g
ﬁﬁéﬁ
j g
EC:

SES T Lo

S




Boulevard Central District Action Plan
June 32021 | Pagd9of57

Figure9: Enhanced Trans&top Location and Turning Configuration near Boulevard Mall
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Rendering of RecommenddaansitStop Location and Turning Configuration (at Boulevard Mall)
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Street Design

Acriticalcomponent of transforming the Boulevard Central District into an actiaty, livable, transibriented area is
implementinga grid of appropriately sized amtsignedblocks and streets. The design of streets shouldudedby

the overall vision fofuture land use and urban desighy G KA & OF aS> aGNBSGAa aKz2dzZ R o
safe environment and network connectivity for users of all ma@eaking, biking, driving, and using transkfowever,

since each street has a finite aomt of space, some streets maged toemphasize one or more modes over others by
design while still recognizing that all modes will occasionally make use of the sirgistsection presents a strategy for
retrofitting existing streets, and for the desi@f new streets in the district.

Retrofitting Existing Streets

Auto-dominant eisting streetswill need tobe redesigned tde more pedestrian, bike and tranditendly, in order to
increase safetjor all usersandaccommodate the type of transidriented development envisioned by the Town.

Niagara Falls Boulevard (south of Maple Road), Maple Road, and Sweet Home Road, are planned to be redesigned to
accommodatesnhancedransit. Analysis of traffic volumes reveals excess capacity on district stlettere are

opportunities to reduce the number of travel lanes and reallocdite street space to other usersr{cludingtransit,

pedestrian and bike facilities\While traffic will increase in the future due to new developments, people wlibose to

travel usingdifferent modesother than the private vehicle if the street networks are designed as Complete Streets.

Even witha reduction in travel langsomeredesigned streetwill need to extend beyond the existing public Right

Way ROW) to fit the rail infrastructure and needed pedestrian and bike facilities at minimum widths prescribed by the
Town codeand national standards as well lbastdesignpractices In some instances, portions of the street (such as
sidewalk and planting aas) could fit within setbacks or easements on priyatgperty, and be implemented as

properties redevelopln otherinstances acquisition of the full ROW widtt the time of improvementsnay be
preferred.Setbacks alongxistingstreets must be coordated with planned future conditions, so that nefrm
development building placement fits with theng-term vision for these streets.

Looking beyond théuture transit corridor, dher primary thoroughfareincludingSheridan Drivand Niagara Falls
Boulevard north of Maple Roazrhn also be redesigned to fit the emerging walkable urban context of the district. The
number of vehicle lanes can be reduced, with the space converted to pedestrian facilities (wider sidewalks and shade
trees) and protected bikeways.

North Bailey Avenumay need a slightly different treatment, asiintains a variety of land usesnging from single
family homes and offices to largestail and industriakstablishmentsNorth of Maple Road, the nature development
and potential trip growthalong this corridocould warranlaneexpansion to adequately accommodate additional traffic
volumes. The Town should seek to collaborate with local and regional transportation agencies to implement needed
traffic improvements along theorroderand at key intersection®\long with accommodation of increased traffic

volume this roadway should also aim to become a Complete Street as discussed ialotwding amenities for all

modes and users

1Phase 1 Transportation Analysis Memorandum, Nelgaaard Consulting Associates
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Existing and proposectoss sections fagxistingstreets are on the pages that folloyas outlined below:

9 Streets redesigned teeducethe number of travel lanes, adenhanced transjtandexpandspace for
pedestrians and cyclists
0 Figure 10: Niagara Falls Boulevard (saftiaple Road)
o Figure 11: Maple Rogtietween Niagara Falls Boulevard and Sweet Home Road)
o Figure 12: Sweet Home Ro@ubrth of Maple Road)

1 Streets redesigned to reduceimber oftravel lanes, and rallocate street space to pedestrians and cyclists
0 Figurel3: Niagara Falls Boulevard (north of Maple Road)
o Figure 14: Sheridan Driyeetween Niagara Falls Boulevard and Sweet Home Road)

9 Streets redesigned taccommodate additional traffic volumesd expandspae for pedestrians and cyclists
0 Hgure 15: Bailey Avenu@orth of Maple Road)

Additional design optionfor the above streetsexploring alternatives in street design elements (suchaaging width
of transitway andts platforms) can be found in the Phase 1 Transportation Analysis Memorandum.
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Figurel0: Niagara Falls Boulevard (south of Maple Road)
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Niagara Falls Boulevard: South of Maple Road Interge€titating and Proposed Design Characteristics

Dedicated
Light Rail Driving Driving Street Tree
Light Rail ROW LanesPer Lane / Planting Bicycle
Configuration| (per direction)| Platform(s)| Direction Widths | Sidewalk Areas Facility
Existing 10 2 ( None None None 34 1 U3 ¢ 6 @ne s!de) None None
7 @ne side)
la 1 4 8 ( Median 126 1?&3?&3 2 1106 (botrf;?je 3 -pl;lr:r(?t?rr:g st?ir g?lgg;e:;ed
P (both sides)| (both sides)
1b 14 0 ( Median 126 g?gtl;g:ms 2 116 (botr];;?ie 3 ;Ia:nt(ian; sstri; E?Eéﬁf:;ed
P (both sides)| (both sides)
o Tr e es | 5protected
A 1 Giagle A 10 - N e
2 1 3 8 ( Innelanes 1206 2 1006 . planting strif| bike lane
[FEIHTE (bothsided | 1,1 sides)| (both sides)
Notes:
1 Pedestrian safety features:
o Removing one travel lane in each direction reduces the total width at crossings
o Righta AT Ay3d OSKAOES fFyS&a O6FNRY dzLJ 12 mMoQ (2 mMmQO
0 The tree planting area separates pedestrians and cyclists from moving vehicles
1 The design and configuration thfe enhanced transitacility will impact the overall ROW needed. &
options show what the potential rander light railcould include:
o hLliA2y wml KFa GKS fA3IKG NIAf Ay GKS YSRALFY gAid
o hLliA2y mo KlFa GKS fA3IKG NI AE Ay (O rosotherPidcedents) & A
o hLIiA2y H KIFIa GKS fAIKG NIAf Ay GKS AYyySNIflySa

1 The 2Q LIX I y foistfedt tréedchhifaccbmmodate snow storage
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Figurell: Maple Roadbetween Niagara Falls Boulevard and Sweet Home Road)
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Maple Road Existing and Proposed Design Characteristics

Dedicated Driving Driving Street Trees
ROW Light Rail | Light Rail RO Lanes Per Lane Planting
Width | Configuration| (per direction)| Platform(s)] Direction Widths | Sidewalks Areas Bicycle Facility
Existing 100 None None None 23 1 U@ ¢ lsgl:;th None None
. . . o Treesn 1 " .
" Median, with A 13¥side ~ | 1 Qboth : . | Soprotected bike
la 1446 . . 126 2 116 : planting strip :
side platform: platforms side9 (both sides) lane(bothsides)
” 13 | Median, with oy adside ) 116 10t ;a’ntﬁ];;rip 5 @rotected bike
side platform: platforms sideg (both sides) lane(both sides))
Innefanes, a Trees A ]
2 134 with central 126 1%;2:?' 2 116 1sic§g;th planting strip ;?;?;?ﬁesdi d%';‘;
platform P (both sides)
Notes:

1 The design and configuration of the enhanced transit facility will impact the overall ROW needed. Several
options show what the potential range for light raduld include:

z

o hLIiAz2y wmlI KFa GKS fA3IKG NFrAf Ay GKS YSRAILY 6AGK

o hLiAz2y mo KlFha (GKS fA3IKG NIXAf Ay GKS YSRALY e’;)\L]K

o Option 2 has the light rail in therer lanes, withon® Sy G NI f mMc Q LJX I 4§ F2N)Y oNBad
f ¢KS mnQ Libristyeét refsBan dctominadate snow storage
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Figurel2: Sweet Home Roaghorth of Maple Road)
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SweeHomeRoad Existing and Proposed Design Characteristics

Dedicated Driving Driving Street Trees
ROW Light Rail | Light Rail RO Lanes Per Lane Planting

Option Width | Configuration| (per direction)| Platform(s)| Direction Widths | Sidewalks INCES Bicycle Facility
Existing 86 None None None 2 10. § g'jj(gth None 56 bi k¢
Proposed 123 East side, wit 12 9side 5 116 6-8 doth( -I;arnt;i es?ri 1062-way protecte

P side platform: platform side9 P 9SUE hike lanéonesidg

(one side)
Notes:

9 The existing conditions includes a center turn lane, removed in the proposed section.
1 The design and configuration of tieehanced transifacility will impact the overall ROW needdte duallight

rali N> O1 61 & O2dzZ R 6S NBR#m)SR (2 HnQ 6mMnQ Ay SI OK RA
T ¢KS mMnQ LINPGSOGSR 0A1S tlyS O2ddR 06S 2y SAGKSNI aa
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Figure B: Niagara Falls Boulevard (north of Maple Road)

Existing conditions

Proposed conditions



