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October 7, 2025 
 
Lisa Porter Czechowicz 
Deputy Regional Permit Administrator, Division of Environmental Permits 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
700 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, NY   14209 
 
Re:  716 Sports Fieldhouse Complex 
 330 Maple Road 
 Town of Amherst, Erie County, New York  
 
Dear Ms. Czechowicz: 
 

716 Sports Complex, LLC  retained LaBella Associates, D.P.C. (LaBella) to prepare  a letter 
discussing the potential exemption from the newly established NYS wetland regulations (effective 
January 1, 2025) for “large” projects (as defined in 6 NYCRR § 621.4) until July 1, 2028, at the 716 
Sports Fieldhouse Complex to be located at 330 Maple Road in the Town of Amherst, Erie County, New 
York.  

On December 31, 2024, NYSDEC announced the adoption of final revisions to its freshwater 
wetlands regulations, 6 NYCRR Part 664. The revised regulations took effect on January 1, 2025. 
These regulations implement amendments that the New York State Legislature enacted in 2022 to 
Article 24 of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL)—the State’s Freshwater Wetlands Act (FWA)—
which greatly expanded NYSDEC’s jurisdiction over freshwater wetlands throughout the state. 

The revised regulations include grandfathering provisions for projects that received one of the 
following approvals before January 1, 2025: 

- Acceptance of a Final Environmental Impact Statement by a lead agency pursuant to the 
NYSDEC SEQRA regulations 

- A negative declaration for a SEQRA Type I or Unlisted action 
- A written site plan approval from a local government; or 
- Those who received, before January 1, 2025, either a freshwater wetlands permit, 

verification, or a notification from NYSDEC that their freshwater wetlands application was 
complete 

The Town of Amherst Planning Board issued a Findings Statement for  the development of the Project 
Site as a commercial project on June 18, 2009 and also granted Site Plan Approval for the 
development the project site.  A copy of the Findings Statement and Site Plan Resolution are attached 
as Exhibit 1.  The FEIS for the development of the Project Site was issued by the Town on December 
17, 2007  

 Additionally, the contamination on the relevant portions of the Project Site was previously remediated 
per the requirements of the NYSDEC Brownfield Clean Up Program.  A copy of the Certificate of 
Completion issued by the NYSDEC dated May 7, 2012 is provided at Exhibit 2. 

https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/wetlands/freshwater-wetlands-program
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/wetlands_et_pt664.pdf
https://sprlaw.com/nysdec-seeks-input-on-regulations-implementing-major-expansion-of-states-freshwater-wetlands-jurisdiction/
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It is of Labella’s professional opinion that this project falls under one of the grandfathering provisions 
and should be exempt from the newly established freshwater wetland regulations. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
LaBella Associates 

 

Alex Molik 
Environmental Project Manager 
 
 
cc: Brian J. Kulpa, Supervisor  

Daniel Howard, AICP, Planning Department 
Steven Bengart, Esq., Town Attorney  
Sean Hopkins, Esq., Hopkins Sorgi & McCarthy PLLC 
Dave Johnson, LaBella  

 Dr. Brian McGrath, 716 Sports Complex, LLC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit 1    
________________________________________________ 











































Exhibit 2   
________________________________________________ 






