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The extensive waterfront areas surrounding these water bodies meander through the Town, lending a beauty and
uniqueness that define Amherst today.

A Tonawanda Creek is part of the Erie Canal system, which connects the Town to many navigable waterways of I
America.

A Reuvitalization of the waterfront area represents a celebration of the existing waterfront under a new and renewe
approach to development.

A The Plan will seek to balance economic priorities with things like public access to the waterfront and environme
stewardship.

A AnLWRP is a way to monitor anespond tothe everchanging health ofvaterways andsurrounding communities.

A Key changes addressedthis LWRP relate to thenpacts anticipatedrom climate change anthe implementation
of resilient solutiondo addresghose impacts.



Benefits to Communities

Participation in the LWR&hsuresthat all proposed actions within the WRA,
including state and federal actions, are consistent with policies that promote
LWRP goal§-hroughthe New York StateWRP, communities hatiee
opportunity to:

A increaseenvironmentalprotection

A incentivize economic development

A protectvaluable wateresources

A improvepublicwaterfront accessibility
A

seekfundingthrough theNew York State Environmental Protection Fund
for proposedprojects

AAYyONBI aSa ( Ki§ibilo 2 vdtainstheld gulslid and private
funding for identified projects
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Public Outreach & Waterfront Advisory Committee
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.

(2) PublidMeetings
A Public Meeting #X December 3, 2018 at Getzville Fire Station
A Public Meeting #2; July 102019 at Senior Center

(5) Waterfront Advisory Committee (WAC) Meetings
A WAC Meeting June 20, 2018 at thiorthtown Center
A WAC Meeting Novemberl, 2018 at theNorthtown Center
A WAC Meeting May 13, 2019 at théNorthtown Center
A WAC Meeting Septemberl8, 2019 at theNorthtown Center
A WAC Meeting Novemberl7, 2020 VirtuaMeeting

(5) Waterfront Advisory Committee (WWAGHte Visits
A WACTour #1¢ August 172018 at Tonawanda Sub Area (North)
A WAC Tour #2 August 242018 at Ellicott Creek Sub Area (Westwood & ACP) =
A WAC Tour #8 August 282018 at Ellicott Creek Sub Area (Amherst State Park/Villade)-
A WAC Tour #4 September 6, 2018t Ellicott Creek Sub Area (UBN&rthtown Center) &
A WAC Tour #5 September 132018 at Tonawanda Creek Sub Area (Northwest Amhe
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The Waterfront Advisory Committee
identified several underutilized sites
during the 2018 site visits




Scenic View Exercise Results

P y 2 o
Erie Canal at Tonawanda Creek Rd. &
Empire State Trail

Figure 2.48 - Scenic Views within the Amherst WRA
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Fisherman’s Wharf at Convergence of
Tonawanda and Ransom Creeks

cott Creek at University at Buffalo

North Forest Rd.

Significant Local Scenic Views

Ellicott Cree at Indian Trail Rd. and

. Policy 25

d t NE fesoteior enhance natural and
man-made resources which are not
identified as being of statewide significanc
but scenic qualityvhich contributeto the
overallof the waterfront areab €
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// ‘, Town of Amherst LWRP Information:
7 L \ Town of Amherst, Erie County, New York Your Name:
dl l | % EDR Project No: 19188 Date:
| | Scenic Quality
. ‘ Photo Information: Score Chart
Scenic Area Photo Number: 3 {<Insknlicant Scas
s - Insignificant Scenic
=k Photo Name: Ellicott Creek at UB Quality; Common
‘ * 2 . . Occurrence
i % 3 Scenic Quality Score: 2 - Minimal Scenic
i ¢ Quality
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* locally significant scenic area? ; ;
| (Yes/No) 4- Appre(_uable Scenic
! - ¥ Be Quality
)} ¥*. 5 - Strong Scenic Quality;
) | Highly Unique Areas
i */
& N * .\ Please describe why this area should be considered a locally significant scenic area, if applicable (CIRCLE ONE):
*
i | |
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5 * / |
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Scenic View ldentified and Rated

Scenic View Scoring Shee




Section ll: Scenic View Exercise

These instructions are intended to guide Waterfront Advisory Committee members Guidelinedor Scoring Scenic Quality of Phatos

participating in the exercise to rank local sceanieas usinghis Scenic View Please rate the scenic quality of the existing views. An undeveloped area containing a variety of
Selection. The goal of this Scenic View Selection exercise will be to determine top landscape features at different distances frdine vieweror an area containing one or more

priority areas of locadcenic significancavhich will have extra protection within aesthetically important structures, might be at the high end of the scale, while a landscape that
LWRP policies, such as Policy 25: appears monotonousr is already impacted by infrastructure or industrial facilities might be at the

low end. When developing a score for sceanieas, considethese characteristics described below,
& t NP esSoteior enhance natural and mamade resources which are not  if relevant.
identified as being of statewide significance, tatich contributeto the

overall scenic quality of the waterfront ar®a Landscap&omposition:The arrangement of objects and gaps in the landscape can be
categorized by theispatial arrangementBasic landscape components include vegetation,
Scenic Quality Scoring for Selection landform, landuse, water sky, and social activite.q. walkerscyclists, boaters, cars, etc.).
Please rate the scenic quality of the existing views. An undeveloped area containing High scoring photos would have a blend of unique landscape components |ovhile
a variety of landscape features at differafistances fronthe viewer or an area scoringphotos would have no blend of landscape components or very common features
containing one or more aesthetically important structures, might be at the high end that occur throughout the regian
of the scale, whila landscapé¢hat appears monotonous or is already impacted by
infrastructure or industrial facilities might be at the low end FocalPoint: Certain natural or maimade landscape features stand out as focal points and
are particularly noticeable asresultof their physical characteristics. Examples include
1 = Insignificant Scenic Quality; Common Occurrence prominent trees, mountains and water features. Cultesdtures, suctas a distinctive
2 = Minimal Scenic Quality; Common Occurrence barn or steeple can also be focal points. High scoring photos would have a strong focal
3 = Moderate Scenic Quality point, whilelow scoringphotos would have no focal point.
4 = Appreciable Scenic Quality
5 = Strong Scenic Quality; Unique Area Historic/Cultural SignificanceAreas can have both visible and rasible cues that tie to a

LI | OS QA& cHtdral sighifcAnCeSieNidted on the National or State Register of
ScoreS | OK Ye#lB RN di 2 KSf L) dza RSUGSNXYAYS ¢ KS i KBSistdridiPkades or bthelcllturallKrelezinfareasShoealaoted if known. High scoring
included. photos would have a strong presence of historically or culturally significant components,

while lowscoring photos would have no historically or culturally significant components.
Guidelinedor Scoring Scenic Quality of Phatos

When developing a score for scenic areas, consider the folld@ingcomponents Weather/SeasonabcenesPlease note any conditions that, if different, could influence the
of the site: perceived scenic quality difie existingfeatures of the landscape (atmospheric condition,

1) landscape composition, seasonal changes, etc.). High scoring photos would hatrerg sceniguality in all

2) focal point, four seasons, while low scoring photos would have no scenic quality in any seasgni

3) historic cultural significance, and
4) weather/seasonal scenes.



Special Town Districts, Areas,

The Town of Amherst contains many special districts
and historic property designations. To determine if
your property is within a special district or identified as
a historic residence please visit the Town website.
Special considerations may apply to your property.

_Erie County
Ag District

The Local Waterfront Revitalization Program boundary #A7
encompasses 8.19 square miles. There are \

approximately 2,300 landowners within the boundary. LWRP

Single family homes and a majority of places where the (WE J_[;.\J

Town issues permits related to residential property are I~ B

exempted from the WRA. However, certain actlons !@wmda"ﬁy,

YE& GNRIISNI I oeya)\auswm‘%m;{z% Y Q4

local law, as described. Appendix A. Central
District \



Sections of the LWRP Plan




Components of the LWRP

An LWRP is a comprehensive land aadker useprogram that expresses a vision tbe waterfrontarea and provides the
framework toachieve that vision. The LWRé&htains seveisections detailing different aspeat$ the Amherst Waterfront
Revitalizatiomrea (WRA In additionincludes the local law tensure consistencgf local actions with the LWRP.

A

A
A
A

Section IDescription and map dhe Townof Amherst WRA boundar{Predominantly follows roadways or road rigiftways)
Section llinventory ofexisting resources & conditiongthin the WRAand an analysis of the need&sopportunities facinghe WRA.
Section IlIIA complete list othe LWRPolicies alongvith explanations regardinthe state& local context of eacpolicy.

Section IVProposedongterm land andwater uses within the WRAJ)ong withshort and longterm projects thatthe Town would
like to pursueto revitalizeits WRA.

Section MOverviewof locallaws, managemendtructures, andinancial resourcesecessary to implemerthe LWRRision, policies,
andproposed projects

Section VA listof State actionand programs which mugte undertakerin a manner consisterwith the LWRP.
Section VISummarizeshe ¢ 2 ¢ y Q& toroainlogayidputind supportor the development othis LWRP
Appendix Alncludesthe local consistency revielaw that supportsthe implementation oL WRP policiegshe municipal

management structuréor the implementationof the LWRP, and the relate&/aterfront Assessmerftorm (WAF). This
form is used duringhe review ofpotential developmenin the WRA.




Long Term Land Use / Comprehepsive Planning
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Shared Waterfront Goals and Policies

A The Comprehensive Plagcognizes the 2 ¢ yiddsifront area asa significant communitgsset and includes goasid
policiesrelated tonaturalresource protectiorand public waterfrontaccess.

A Thesewaterfront goals angolicies are, in turn, supported lije LWRP

Establish a
program to
manage
stormwater
runoff

Establish
network of
parks, open
space, and
greenspace

corridors

Protect water
resources and
wetlands

Protect trees
and woodlands

Protect historic

and cultural
resources
Add significant
natural and
cultural
resources to the
open space
network
Protect
sensitive
environmental
resources

Protect air
resources

Further develop
bicycle and
pedestrian

network

Waterfront Goals

— = = =

Highlighti KS &aO0SyAO FyR FSauKSGaAO
waterways
Increase public access to Towraterways

Enhance amenities at existing public parks and create new publi
parks

Add andenhancemukdza S G NJ Afa (G2 GKS ¢

the EmpireState Trall

Enhance historic and cultural components within the LWRP
boundary

Encourage appropriate economic developmespportunities
LYLINR @S GKS ||jdzl f Arésdurcest G KS ¢ 2
Promote publicsafety

Foster environmental education




Framework for Implementation & Policies

The LWRP includes 44 policies that serve as a legal framework for its implementatiompdiloessare organized and

grouped under elevegeneral headings

A DevelopmentPolices

A Fish and Wildlife Policies

A Flooding and Erosion Hazards Policies
A General Policy

A Public Access Policies

A Recreation Policies

A Historic and Scenic Resources Policies
A Agricultural Lands Policy

A Energy and Ice Management Policies
A Water and Air Resources Policies

A Wetlands Policy

(Policies #¥6)
(Policies#7-10)
(Policies#11-17)
(Policy #1838
(Policies#19and 20)
(Policies#21and 22)
(Policies#23-25)
(Policy #2b
(Policies#27-29)
(Policies#30-43)
(Policy #44



Waterfront Revitalization Area (WRA) and Waterfront Project Location Map

Waterfront Planning Project Locations
Throughoutthe process the LWRP identified
several specific locations for waterfront planning
projects.

Tonawanda Creek Project Sites:
1) Buffalo Niagara Heritage VillaggNHV (Museum) &
Oakwood Golf Course Improvements
2) The Empire State TrajlConnectivity and Amenities
Improvements
3) CAAaKSNXIyYyQad 2KIFNF albadSNIttly FyR tl NJ
4) North Amherst Fire Station Waterfront Park Improvements
5) Amherst Marina Club House and DeGkrculation Study
and Access Improvements
6) Empire State Trail and missing Bike Path Connections
7) Veterans Canal Park Improvements
8) Nature View Park Master Plan and strengthening
connections between inland waterways
9) Empire State TrailErie Canal greenway & adjacent
recreation land connectivity and improvements

Ellicott Creek Project Sites

10) old Niagara Falls Boulevard Road Improvements

11) North Ellicott Creek Road Improvements

12) Proposed Kayak Launch Site

13) Ellicott CreeKrailwayExtension and MukModal
Improvements

14) Amherst Center Park Sitécormer Westwood Golf Course
Improvements

15) Amherst State Park Boardwalk Trail and Park
Improvements

16) Lehn Springs Neighborhood Flood Mitigation




